
STATEMENT OF: Marco Barcena 
CANDIDATE FOR: Bell Gardens City Council 
ELECTION DATE: November 3, 2026 
 
I am a UC Berkeley graduate raised by a hard-working immigrant family.  I dedicated 
over 20 years of service to the people of Bell Gardens. From my first job as a teenage 
lifeguard at Ford Park Pool to serving on the City Council, I’ve always believed 
government is meant to improve the lives of working families. 
 
As your Councilmember and former Mayor, I've worked to build a Bell Gardens that 
invests in people, delivering results you can see and feel every day: 
 
- Built a new Dreamers Aquatics Center ($16 million in grants) 
- Created a Community Family Service Center providing resources for mental health, 
parenting, domestic violence support, immigration, and senior services 
- Approved a Rent Stabilization Ordinance 
- Diversified and increased revenue sources 
- Strengthen our local water supply and made environmental investments 
- Created fairer elections through term limits and lowered campaign contribution limits 
- Created better programs, community groups, art, culture and recreation opportunities 
 
My goal is to continue fighting for safe neighborhoods, quality of life issues, small 
businesses, and opportunities for all families. I respectfully ask for your vote so we can 
continue to make a difference together. 
 


